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Time Travel
by Marc Bielefeld
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I enlisted an
algorithm to help
me wrile the
perlect piece of
science fiction.

This is our story.

()

THAT STATEMENT
PROBABLY REQUIRES
SOME EXPLANATION. Twe
researchers named Adam
Hammond and Julian Brooke
have spent the past few
years developing softwarce
that analyzes litecary
databases. Their progeam
can identify dozens of
structural and stylistic
details in huge chunks of
text, and if you give them
acollection of great
stories—stories that
maybe you wished you had
written—they are able to
ldentify all the detalils
that those great stocles
have in common.

That's where I come
in: I write stories
for a 1iving. (My last
one was about werewolf
billionsires. It was
fiction.) And I've watched

o
BELRLLRE

{

.
A
#

3 10 08

-

O B 00 2 On o

k

f——

-

-
i i

o

Lag”

-

4

*»
'.D
-

*
R ﬁ.-b. ”

*ﬁ
-

-
b_.'"—.

-
Fie e
-

technology infiltrate
countless trades and
crafts, oftentimes
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improving how people do
their jobs, all while passing
stocytellers by. Where's

the technology that can make
me better at my job? Where's
the computational system
that will optimize my prose?

Hammond and Brooke agreed

to collaborate with me on

a simple expeciment: Can

an algocithm help me write

a better story? I began by
glving them a collection of my
50 favorite sci-fl stories-a

mix of golden-age classlcs
and some more recent stuff.
(We decided I'd urite a
science-fiction piece, both
for the obvious reasons and
because sci-fi is easy to
identify.) They used their

program to compace my stocles
to a mass of other stories.
First they came back to me
with a secies of stylistic
guidelines that would make my
stocy as much like the samples
8s possible—things like thece

had to be four speaking
characters end & cectain
peccentage of the text had
to be dislog. Then they
sent me 8 set of 14 rules,
decived from a process
called toplc modeling,
that would govern my

stocy's main toplcs and
themes. All I had to do
was start writing.
Hammond and Brooke
created a web-based
interface through which
thelr algocithm, called
SciFiQ, could tell me, on
the textual equivalent
of the atomic level, how

cv—_é?'-‘
73

closely every single
detail of my writing
matched the detalls in my
50 favoclte wocks. (I'm
talking "nouns per 100
words" level. ) When I
typed in a word or phrase
and it was more than s
little different than
what SciFiQ had in mind,
the interface would light
up red oc purple. When I
fixed the of fending word
or phrase, the interface
would tucn green,

ST

Nr

The key, obviously, was
the texts that I selected:
"Waster than Empires and
More Slow” by Ursula K. Le
Guin, "The Fathec-Thing"
by Philip K. Dick, "There
Will Come Soft Rains" by
Ray Bradbury-I can't list
themall, but you get the
idea. I wanted to write
something incredible,
so I picked stocies I
thought were incredible.
Whether that's what I got
might be another stocy.
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How To Take Breaks
by Vanessa Van Edwards
Entrepreneur Magazine

Beautiful Girl

by Tobias Wolff

The New Yorker
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